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Polish suits. He was president of the International Associ-
ation of Comparative Law and a member of the Council and
Executive Committee of the Institute for Unification of pri-
vate Law in Rome. He received diverse honors in Italy,
Greece, Poland, Spain, and Norway.
The central interests and achievements of the author have
been in the development of comparative legal research. In
the course of the First World War, he recognized the danger
of a narrow legal nationalism and in 1916 founded and be-
came Director of the Institute of Comparative Law in Munich,
the world's first research institute for comparative law. In
1926, being appointed Director of the Kaiser Wilhelm In-
stitute of Foreign and International Private Law in Berlin,
he was entrusted with the task of organizing and conducting
a much larger enterprise. This Institute, parallel to the Insti-
tute of Foreign Public Law and the Law of Nations, directed
by the late Viktor Bruns, was devoted to research as well, as
to the giving of practical information and advice to the Foreign
Office in Germany, legislative authorities, courts, lawyers, and
business firms. Under Rabel's guidance, the Institute trained
a staff of experts in the various legal systems of the world,
some of whom are now in this country as law teachers or mem-
bers of the legal profession, and, in conjunction with the sis-
ter organization, established the most comprehensive law
library in Europe. The opinions delivered by the Institute
under Professor RabePs responsibility in matters of legisla-
tion, conflict of laws, international trade and international law,
numbered about a thousand. The Institute exercised a pro-
found influence in the legal thought and methods not only
of Germany but also of those numerous other countries whose
scholars availed themselves of its facilities.
After the completion of the Restatement of the Law of Con-
flict of Laws in 1934, the American Law Institute had under
consideration a plan to supplement the Restatement by a